
Easter 4 - 30 April 2023 

Fr David’s Sermon 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, I would like to speak about three different kinds of shepherds. I’ve 
completely missed a trick here because I’ve got one sitting right here behind me!  But he’s only 
supposed to preach once a month, and he’s already done that. So, I proceed with some 
trepidation, but confident that Fr Peter can tell you what I got wrong after the service!  

My first kinds of shepherds are just that: actual shepherds who look after sheep. People like me 
who grew up in towns can easily be rather sentimental about shepherds and sheep, even 
preferring to think meat comes from the butchers or supermarket rather than fields. In fact, the 
shepherd’s life is a tough and demanding one, as shown by this story told by a shepherd -   

‘It was 2:38 a.m. and very cold outside. I was soundly sleeping in my warm, comfortable bed when 
I heard a deep growl and loud barking in our yard. Two large dogs were attacking our lambs. The 
nightmare scenario of every shepherd enfolded in front of my eyes. What could I do? By the time I 
dressed and ran outside, the battle for survival had begun. As a shepherd, I used the power at my 
disposal to dispatch one of the attacking dogs and ran the other dog off. This time the shepherd 
won, and the animals were safe for another day of life. But what about next time? Would I always 
be there for my little flock of sheep?’ 

The second kinds of shepherds are those to be found in the Old Testament. Here the word 
shepherd often meant the king or ruler. And the attitude towards kings in the Old Testament is an 
ambivalent one. In 1 Samuel 8, when the people ask to have a king, like other countries, the Lord 
says it is because they have rejected God himself as their king. He tells Samuel to warn people 
that a king will want the men to fight in the army and plough his fields; the women to make his 
perfumes and be his cooks and bakers.  He will take a tenth of their produce, servants, and 
animals, and make some of them his slaves.  Thereafter many prophets condemn the kings of 
Israel for their injustice, oppression of the poor and disobedience to the Lord. Salutary thoughts 
in this week of the Coronation? Of course, our King is a constitutional monarch. But these 
prophesies point us towards all rulers in the end deriving their power from God, and being 
accountable to God for how they use it.  

 

My third shepherd is Jesus himself, the Good Shepherd. His hearers would surely have 
been familiar with the work of a shepherd which he describes.  The sheep hear the Good 
Shepherd’s voice, he calls them by name, leads them out to pasture, they follow because 
they know his voice, and he gives them abundant life. 



By derivation, we might say that Bishops, with their crooks, are ‘under shepherds’ of 
Christ, and they share this ministry with their Priests and Deacons. In a few weeks time, 
Bishop Ruth will say to Fr Peter and other Deacons, just as another Bishop said to me all 
those years ago: 

‘The treasure now to be entrusted to you is Christ’s own flock’. (my emphasis) 

Please pray for Fr Peter, as we pray for you, and we all pray for one another. May we hear 
our Good Shepherd’s voice as he calls us by name, leads and feeds us. Because we know 
his voice, may we follow him in the way that leads to abundant life.  

For, as 2nd century Bishop, Irenaeus of Lyon said – one of my favourite sayings –  

‘The glory of God is a human being fully alive’.  

Amen. 

 

 

 


