PLEASE PRAY FOR
In our community: for all who live in Cheeleys, All members of the
Churchyard Committee, St Giles School, its pupils, families, staff and
governors.
For healing: Baby Benjamin and his family, Pam Brimfield, Roger & Kim
Chaplin, Peter Farr, Clare Francis, Henry Harman, Clive Hills, Jenny Johnson,
James Lassis, Gary McCaffery, Pam and John Newman, Linda Owen, Neil
Pike, Emmeline, Rachel Rawdon-Mogg, Jan Vernon-Smith, Leslie Watson
Recently departed: Steve Manvell
Anniversaries of death: Malcolm MacNaughton, Trixie Ballard, Lesley
Whiting

ST GILES CHURCH
HORSTED KEYNES
Rector: The Revd. David Murdoch
Curate: The Revd. Peter Sutton

Epiphany of the Lord
8th January 2023

Welcome to St Giles Church as we worship God and thank Him for his
goodness towards us. We hope you will join us as we share fellowship over
tea and coffee at the end of the Eucharist.
Please stand as the Priest comes to the altar.
ENTRANCE HYMN

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright
So, most glorious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.
As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heaven and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
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As their precious gifts they laid,
At thy manger roughly made;
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin's alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

We gather together to worship God
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
THE GREETING
Priest: The Lord be with you
All:
And also with you
Words of welcome, introduction and invitation to Confession are said.

PRAYERS of PENITENCE

Priest: God be gracious to us and bless us,
And make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
All:
Lord, have mercy.

All:

May your ways be known on earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All:

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The angels sang when the baby born
The angels sang when the baby born
The angels sang when the baby born
And proclaimed Him the Saviour Jesus.
He came from the glory….
The wise men saw where the baby was born,
The wise men saw where the baby was born,
The wise men saw where the baby was born,
And they saw that His name was Jesus.
He came from the glory ….
THIS WEEK AT ST. GILES
TUESDAY 10th January 2023
3.30p.m. HKafe in the Martindale
4.30p.m. Evening prayer (Lay led)
WEDNESDAY 11th
9.30a.m. First Steps in the Martindale
10.00a.m. Eucharist
THURSDAY 12th
2.00p.m. Life and Faith Group
FRIDAY 13th
11.30a.m. Prayer for the Annex
SUNDAY 15th January EPIPHANY 2
8.00a.m.
Holy Communion (Said)
10.00a.m.
Parish Eucharist (Sung)

ABSOLUTION
Priest Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in
all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All
Amen.

Father David’s working days this week are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. If you need to speak to him when he is not there, please leave a
telephone message (790317) or email on revdave@timicomail.co.uk For
urgent matters call one of our wardens Barbara Fairweather, 01825 790375
or John Whiting, 01825 791132
Father Peter is available to us in the parish for two days per week. Key
working times will often be Sunday morning and some part of Wednesdays
and Fridays, but it will, of course, be flexible as to what is happening that
week. He may also be contacted on dedicated parish phone & email, but
please bear in mind he may not be able to respond immediately – His
contact details are frpetersutton@outlook.com or 07936 021801
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to life and
light.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
All: Jesus Christ is holy. Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
The priest and people receive Holy Communion or a Blessing.
Silence is kept.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who
with the wise men have been drawn to your light discern the glory of
your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All: Amen. We are sent out to love and serve the Lord
NOTICES
BLESSING
God, who led the wise men by the shining of a star to find Christ, lead
you in your journeys, and the blessing of God , the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you and all those you
love always.

Go in the peace of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
HYMN The Virgin Mary had a baby boy
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy
And they say that His name is Jesus.
He came from the glory, He came from the glorious kingdom
He came from the glory, He came from the glorious kingdom
O yes, believer, O yes, believer,
He came from the glory, He came from the glorious kingdom.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory be to God in heaven, and earth tell of his mercy
Let his people tell his worth, and raise his praises fully!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Jesus Christ, the son of God, and saviour universal,
Show mercy on us Lamb of God, and hear our songs all prayerful!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
You alone, O holy Lord, are raised to glorious splendour
With the Spirit on one God, cause for all praise and wonder!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
(Tune Ding dong merrily on high}
THE COLLECT
Priest Let us pray
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the
Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey's
end in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
We hear God's Word. Please sit
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60.1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come
to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be
carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise
of the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God
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Please stand
All:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
THE GOSPEL
Priest: The Lord be with you.
All
and also with you.
Priest: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew
All
Glory to you, O Lord. Matthew 2.1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by
the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Priest: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise to you, O Christ.
All:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
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Priest: Father, on the night before he died,
Jesus shared a meal with his friends.
He took the bread, and thanked you.
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you. This is my blood,
the new promise of God’s unfailing love.
Do this to remember me.
Priest: Jesus is the bread of life.
All:
Lord Jesus, every time we do this, we remember that you are with
us now.
Priest: Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death
and resurrection, send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these
gifts may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.
Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth, and share the good news of
Jesus, as we wait for his coming in glory.
For honour and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son,
and the Holy Spirit: one God, for ever and ever.
All
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest: Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
With this bread that we bring:
All: We shall remember Jesus.
With this wine that we bring:
All: We shall remember Jesus.
Priest: Bread for his body, wine for his blood,
gifts from God to his table we bring.
All:
We shall remember Jesus.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Priest The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All:

HOMILY and PROCESSION to the CRIB, during which we will sing, one verse
at a time
We three kings of orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star
O star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King for ever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign. O star of wonder, star of night ….

All honour and praise be yours, always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising, gladly raising,
Worship Him, God most high. O star of wonder, star of night….

Holy, holy, holy Lord.
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Bless-ed, bless-ed is he who comes
Comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Glorious now behold Him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice
Alleluia, alleluia
Heaven to earth replies. O star of wonder, star of night ….

8

Myrrh is mine, it's bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone cold tomb. O star of wonder, star of night….
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Priest: Let us declare our faith in God.
All:

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power
from on high.
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Priest: As the magi offered precious and symbolic gifts to Christ, so let us
offer our prayers.
A child: As a wise man offered incense, so may your Church in all the world
always offer you praise and prayer.
Lord, in your mercy,
All:
Hear our prayer.

All:

As a wise man offered gold, so may all the peoples of the world offer
you their wealth and seek peace and fairness.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

All:

As a wise man offered myrrh, so we offer you for healing all
those who are sick and suffering.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

All:

As the wise men offered their gifts, accept the gifts we bring and the
offering of our hearts and lives.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Priest: Merciful Father,
All:
accept these prayers for the Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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WE OBEY CHRIST’S COMMAND
THE PEACE (please stand)
The Priest introduces the Peace and then says
All:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.
OFFERTORY HYMN Our charitable Collection for the next two months is in
support of St. Catherine’s Hospice. Please put any donations into the orange
envelopes and Gift Aid, if appropriate. There is a machine for electronic
donations at the back of church, together with the plate for donations. Bread
and wine are brought to the altar
See him lying on a bed of straw,
A draughty stable with an open door,
Mary cradling the babe she bore,
The Prince of glory is his name.
O, now carry me to Bethlehem,
To see the Lord of Love again;
Just as poor as was the stable then
The Prince of Glory when he came.
Angels sing again the song you sang;
Sing the glory of God's gracious plan;
Sing that Bethlehem's little baby can
Be the Saviour of us all.
O, now carry me to Bethlehem …..
Mine are riches, from your poverty;
From your innocence, eternity;
Mine, forgiveness by your death for me,
Child of sorrow for my joy.
O, now carry me to Bethlehem …..
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